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Method of Assessing Evidence

Now that you know what it is that the Government must prove
and the standard of proof to be applied, the next question 1is
how do you determine whether the Government has proven these
things beyond a reasonable doubt?

Obviously, you must make your determination solely from the
evidence properly before you and from all reasonable and
legitimate inferences to be drawn from that evidence.

The evidence that is properly before you consists of:

1. The testimony of the witnesses; and

2. The exhibits that 1 have admitted into evidence.

From that evidence, you may draw whatever conclusions are
reasonable under the circumstances.

The evidence that i1s properly before you does not include:

1. Comments or statements by the attorneys;

2. Answers given by witnesses which 1 ordered stricken and
instructed you to disregard;

3. Documents, photographs or other 1items which may have
been referred to but have not been admitted into
evidence. Since they are not proper evidence, you
should not speculate or guess as to what they might say
or show and you may not consider them except to the

extent that, and for the purpose that, they may have
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been read or shown to you during the course of the
trial; or

4. Anything you may have heard or seen outside of this
courtroom regarding the events 1In question or the

participants in this case.
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