US v. Lasseque, CR 13-111-02S

Proof of All Elements

Shortly, I will explain the offenses with which the
Defendant is charged and the elements the Government must prove
in order to establish that the Defendant is guilty of these
offenses.

In order for the Government to prove the Defendant guilty
of an offense, 1t must convince you, beyond a reasonable doubt,
that 1t has proven each and every element of that offense.
Possibilities or even probabilities are not sufficient.

IT the Government fails to prove any one or more elements
of an offense beyond a reasonable doubt, you must find the
Defendant not guilty of that offense.

On the other hand, 11f you are convinced, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that all elements of an offense with which the
Defendant has been charged have been proven, then you should
find the Defendant guilty of that offense.

Bear 1n mind that the requirement that the Government prove
every element of the offenses with which the Defendant 1is
charged does not mean that the Government is required to prove
every statement contained in the indictment.

What 1t means 1s that the Government must prove facts
sufficient to prove all of the elements of the offenses with

which the Defendant is charged as 1 will explain them.





