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CUSTOM DESIGN, INC. V. FAMILY DOLLAR STORES
03-CV-522ML
APRIL 7, 2005

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Tarro.

Members of the jury, you®"ve now heard the
closing arguments of counsel. And as I told you at the
beginning of the case, at this time I would give you
those final and detailed instructions on the law which
you must follow during the course of your
deliberations.

Now, 1 know that for some of you hearing the
instructions may not be enough. 1"m an old
schoolteacher, and so I know that some people learn
better by reading, some better by hearing. And so I
will tell you now that in addition to my giving you
these instructions orally in the courtroom, you will
also be provided with a written copy which you may
refer to during the course of your deliberations should
you find i1t necessary to do so.

For those of you who learn it better by hearing,
you"ll also receive an audio tape and a tape player so
that if you want to listen to them again, you can do
that as well. For now, however, 1 do ask that you give
me your undivided attention.

Members of the jury, now that you have heard the
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evidence and the arguments of counsel, it becomes my
duty to give you instructions as to the law applicable
in this case.

It is your duty as jurors to follow the law as 1
shall state 1t to you and to apply that law to the
facts of the case as you determine those facts to be
from the evidence in the case.

You are not to single out any one instruction
alone as stating the law but must consider the
instructions as a whole. Neither are you to be
concerned with the wisdom of any rule of law as stated
by me.

Now, counsel have quite properly referred to
some of the governing rules of law in their arguments.
IT, however, any difference appears to you between the
law as stated by counsel and that stated by the Court
in these instructions, you are to adhere to the Court"s
instructions.

Further, nothing | say in these instructions is
to be taken as an indication that 1 have any opinion
about the facts of the case or what that opinion is.
It is not my function to determine the facts; but,
rather, that is yours.

You must perform your duties as jurors without

bias or prejudice as to any party. The law does not





