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United States District Court
District of Rhode Island

In Re: Kugel Mesh Hernia Products Liability Litigation
Multidistrict Litigation (MDL 1842)

MDL DOCKET NO. 07-1842-ML
All Cases

The monthly status conference was held on July 23, 2009. The conference was an open
conference and was transcribed. The Court met with counsel and other attendees and discussed
the items listed on the agenda (docket # 1915).

Discovery Status Report
The parties reported that discovery is moving along very well. Plaintiffs have completed

5 liability witness’ depositions and are seeking dates for possibly 28 more liability witness
depositions. 5,000,000 pages of documents have been produced by Defendants. Plaintiffs’
counsel have identified some issues with respect to the production of documents and Defense
counsel have been responsive to Plaintiffs’counsel’s requests.

Bellwether Trial Selection and Case Management Order
The parties have presented the Court with a joint proposed case management order. The

Whitfield case (C.A. 07-1918) will be the first case to be tried with trial to start in March 2010.
The remaining cases will be tried in staggered six week intervals starting six weeks after the
beginning of the Whitfield case. The first State Court case to go to trial is set for June 2010.

Pending Motions

Hadley (C.A. 08-2547) — Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel will speak to plaintiff’s counsel to
ensure the appropriate filing is made.

Humphrey (C.A. 08-2565) — Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel will prepare the appropriate order.

The Court reminded Defense counsel that Defense counsel should prepare the orders
dismissing the cases without prejudice where the thirty-day period to enter an appearance or
engage successor counsel has run.

Proposed Assessment Order Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel will forward to local counsel for
the Johnson Law Firm of Fort Worth Texas, copies of the proposed assessment orders forwarded
to this Court and to Judge Gibney in State Court. Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel informed the Court
that the assessment orders forward to this Court and to State Court, are for all intents and
purposes, identical. Plaintiff’s counsel shall file it’s response to the Johnson Law Firm’s
objection on or before August 13, 2009.

Next Meeting
The next meeting with Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel and Defendants’ counsel will be on either

September 9 or 10, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. in Room 307. Defense counsel will notify the Court which date is
preferable as soon as possible. Counsel shall submit proposed agenda items by close of business on

September 2, 2009.



