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United States District Court
District of Rhode Island

In Re: Kugel Mesh Hernia Products Liability Litigation
Multidistrict Litigation (MDL 1842)

MDL DOCKET NO. 07-1842-ML
All Cases

The monthly status conference was held on November 10, 2009. The conference was an open
conference and was transcribed. The Court met with counsel and other attendees and discussed
the items listed on the agenda (docket # 2347).

Case management and Discovery status report for bellwether trials

Plaintiffs’ counsel informed the Court that the parties are nearing the end of the fact
witness discovery period. The parties reported to the Court that they have handled discovery
disputes without the need for Court intervention. Plaintiffs’ counsel informed the Court that they
have 8 more liability depositions to be taken and that there may be some third party discovery.
Plaintiffs’ counsel advised that there may be filed some motions to quash third party subpoenas.
Plaintiffs’ counsel informed the Court that they are on schedule for the anticipated trial date for
the first two bellwether trials. Defense counsel reiterated Plaintiffs’ report and informed the
Court that the parties had worked out a number of difficult discovery issues and have made a
great effort not to engage the Court in discovery matters.

Pending motions
The Court entered the dismissal order in Humphrey 08-2565. With respect to motions to

withdraw, the Court reminded Defense counsel that Defense counsel should prepare the orders
dismissing cases without prejudice where the thirty-day period to enter an appearance or engage
successor counsel has run.

Immediately after the open session meeting, the Court heard oral argument on Plaintiffs’
Motion for Entry of Assessment Order.

Other

The Court reminded the parties of the import of the timely submission of the meeting
agenda to the Court as it assists individuals to stay adequately informed on the status of the case
through the Court’s website.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Court, Plaintiffs’ liaison counsel, and Defendants’ counsel will

be held on December 10, 2009, at 1:00 p.m in Room 307. Counsel shall submit proposed agenda
items by close of business on December 3, 2009.



