
Demographic Survey Results 

Enclosed are the results of the 2024 Demographic Survey (“Survey”) conducted by The United 
States District Court for the District of Rhode Island and completed by members of the bar.  The 
purpose of the Survey is to assist the Court’s Advisory Council and its Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Subcommittee better understand the makeup of the bar and use the results solely to 
develop services and programs to aid lawyers and support diversity, equity and inclusion in the 
legal profession.  While responding to the Survey was required as a part of Attorney Registration, 
attorneys had the option to choose not to answer each question.  Each chart reports on the number 
of respondents who chose not to answer the question.  All members of the bar were required to 
respond to the Survey, which amounted to a total of 1,701 attorneys. 

The Survey can be found here:  U.S. District Court of Rhode Island Demographic 
Survey.2024.FINAL.pdf 

All members of the bar are invited to recommend revisions to the Survey, join the Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Subcommittee, and/or propose initiatives for the Subcommittee to consider 
undertaking. 

The Subcommittee can be reached via email at Nora_Tyer-Witek@RID.USCOURTS.GOV. 

https://www.rid.uscourts.gov/sites/rid/files/U.S.%20District%20Court%20of%20Rhode%20Island%20Demographic%20Survey.2024.FINAL.pdf
https://www.rid.uscourts.gov/sites/rid/files/U.S.%20District%20Court%20of%20Rhode%20Island%20Demographic%20Survey.2024.FINAL.pdf


≥80, 21, 1.49%
75-79, 48, 3.40%

70-74, 103, 7.29%

65-69, 183, 12.95%

60-64, 188, 13.31%

55-59, 153, 10.83%
50-54, 131, 9.27%

45-49, 142, 10.05%

40-44, 181, 12.81%

35-39, 147, 10.40%

30-34, 78, 5.52%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Age
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 *

*288 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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1976-1980, 79, 5.75%

1981-1985, 168, 12.22%

1986-1990, 161, 11.71%

1991-1995, 131, 9.53%

1996-2000, 139, 10.11%

2001-2005, 145, 10.55%

2006-2010, 194, 14.11%

2011-2015, 170, 12.36%

2016-2020, 88, 6.40%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: When were you licensed to practice?*

≥1975 1976-1980 1981-1985 1986-1990 1991-1995 1996-2000 2001-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 2016-2020

*326 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."

≥2021, 54, 3.93% ≤1975, 46, 3.35%

≤2021
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1976-1980, 66, 5.11%

1981-1985, 102, 7.89%

1986-1990, 131, 10.14%

1991-1995, 117, 9.06%

1996-2000, 115, 8.90%

2001-2005, 117, 9.06%

2006-2010, 174, 13.47%

2011-2015, 183, 14.16%

2016-2020, 147, 11.38%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: When were you licensed to practice in Rhode Island?*

≥1975 1976-1980 1981-1985 1986-1990 1991-1995 1996-2000 2001-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 2016-2020

*409 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."

≥2021, 107, 8.28% ≤1975, 33, 2.55%

≤2021
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USDC-RI Bar Survey: What Type of Law Do You Practice?
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Academic, 20, 1% Legal Services, 8, 1%
NonProfit, 34, 2%

Government, 103, 7%

Private In-House, 106, 8%

Prosecutor, 19, 1%

Public Defender, 11, 1%

Retired, 3, 0%

Law Firm, 1109, 78%

Other, 19, 1%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: What is Your Primary Legal Employment?*

Academic Legal Services NonProfit Government Private In-House Prosecutor Public Defender Retired Law Firm Other

*269 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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Associate, 356, 25.89%

Counsel, 153, 11.13%

Equity, 648, 47.13%

Nonequity, 117, 8.51%

Of Counsel, 32, 2.33%

Sole Practitioner, 17, 1.24%
Other, 52, 3.78%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Position in Practice*

Associate Counsel Equity Nonequity Of Counsel Sole Practitioner Other

*326 Respondents Answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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Yes, 666, 49%
No, 695, 51%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Do You Regularly Practice in Rhode Island?*

Yes No

*340 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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Yes, 1175, 82%

No, 255, 17.83%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Do You Practice in Other Jurisdictions?*

Yes No

*271 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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USDC-RI Bar Survey: Bar Organization Memberships
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USDC-RI Bar Survey: National Origin
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*324 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."

0.15%, 2

0.44%, 6

1.74%, 24

95.64%, 1317

0.87%, 12

1.16%, 16

0.00%, 0

0.40%

3.40%

6.10%

81.30%

3.80%

4.90%

0.40%
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Black/African American
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Other Answer

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

American
Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African

American White More than One
Category Other Answer

Native
Hawaiian/Pacific
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Census Data 0.40% 3.40% 6.10% 81.30% 3.80% 4.90% 0.40%
Survey Response 0.15% 0.44% 1.74% 95.64% 0.87% 1.16% 0.00%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Race  (Compared with 2020 Census Voting Age Citizen Population in Rhode Island)

Census Data Survey Response
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1.68%, 23

98.32%, 1342
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USDC-RI Bar Survey: Identify as Hispanic (Compared with 2020 Census Voting 
Age Citizen Population in Rhode Island)*  

Census--Voting Age Citizens Bar Survey

*318 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer." Page 12 of 21



65.60%, 961

33.79%, 495

0.61%, 9

48.00%

52.00%

0.00%

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00% 90.00% 100.00%

Male

Female

Other Answer Provided

Male Female Other Answer Provided
Census--Voting Age Citizens 48.00% 52.00% 0.00%
Bar Survey 65.60% 33.79% 0.61%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Gender (Compared with 2020 Census Voting Age Citizen Population in Rhode Island)*  

Census--Voting Age Citizens Bar Survey

*236 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer." Page 13 of 21



Bisexual, 14, 1.01%
Gay, 11, 0.80%Gay/Queer, 2, 0.14% Lesbian, 11, 0.80%

Queer, 4, 0.29%

Straight/Heterosexual, 1313, 
95.08%

Other Answer Provided, 26, 1.88%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Sexual Identity*

Bisexual Gay Gay/Queer Lesbian Queer Straight/Heterosexual Other Answer Provided

*320 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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Yes, 1090, 80.74%

No, 260, 19.26%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Are you a First-Generation Attorney?*

Yes No

*351 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
For purposes of this question, “First-Generation Attorney” meant that neither of the 

Respondent's parents graduated from law school.
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Yes, 429, 32.50%

No, 891, 67.50%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Are you a First-Generation College Graduate?*

Yes No

*381 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
For purposes of this question, “First-Generation College Graduate” meant that neither of the 

Respondent's parents completed a 4-year college or university degree.
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Yes, 52, 3.92%

No, 1276, 96.08%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Are you a First-Generation High School Graduate?*

Yes No

*373 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
For purposes of this question, “First-Generation High School Graduate” meant that neither of 

the Respondent's parents completed high school.
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Yes, 322, 23.32%

No, 1059, 76.68%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Are you a Caregiver?*

Yes No

*320 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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Yes, 65, 4.73%

No, 1310, 95.27%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Do you have a disability?*

Yes No

*326 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer." Page 19 of 21



Yes, 2, 0.14%

No, 1453, 99.86%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Current Armed Services Member*

Yes No

*246 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer." Page 20 of 21



Yes
74, 5.16%

No
1361, 94.84%

USDC-RI Bar Survey: Former Armed Services Member*

Yes No

*266 Respondents answered "Prefer Not to Answer."
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