UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
District of Rhode Island

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
TO LOCAL RULES

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 8 2071(b), Fed. R. Civ. P. 83(a)(1), and Fed. R. Crim. P. 57(a)(1),
the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island hereby gives notice that
proposed amendments to the Court’s Local Rules are being considered for adoption.

The Court invites public comment on the following proposed amendments to the Local
Rules:

General Rules: LR Gen 103, LR Gen 106, LR Gen 112, LR Gen 204, LR Gen 208, LR Gen 307,
LR Gen 309, LR Gen 310, LR Gen 312, and LR Gen 313

Civil Rules: LRCv 7.1, LRCv10,LRCv 11, LRCv 15 LRCv 22, LRCv 29, LR Cv 32 LR
Cv33,LRCv34,LRCv36,LRCv 38, LRCv39.1 LRCv39.2 LRCv39.3, LR Cv394, LR
Cv4l,LRCv43,LRCv44,LRCv49, LR Cv 58, LR Cv 62, and LR Cv 65.

Criminal Rules: LR Cr 10, LR Cr 10.1, LR Cr 12, LR Cr 20, LR Cr 23.1, LR Cr 26, LR Cr 28,
LRCr32,LRCr32.1,LRCr44,LRCr46, LRCr46.1, LR Cr47.1,and LR Cr57.1

Copies of the proposed amendments may be reviewed and printed from the Court's
website at www.rid.uscourts.gov. These amendments are also available for inspection at the
Clerk's Office, United States District Court, One Exchange Terrace, Providence, Rl 02903.

Any comments must be submitted, in writing, no later than November 15, 2019, via e-
mail to Local_Rules@rid.uscourts.gov or by submission to the Clerk's Office.

October 17, 2019 Hanorah Tyer-Witek
Clerk of Court


http://www.rid.uscourts.gov/

Proposed Amendments to the Local Rules

1)

)

LR Gen 103 GOURTFROOM-PRACHGCE-EXHIBITS

Custody. Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, the Clerk shall maintain
custody of all exhibits marked for identification and/or admitted into evidence in
any proceeding except for sensitive exhibits. Sensitive exhibits, including but not
limited to, narcotics and other controlled substances, firearms, ammunition,
explosive devices, jewelry, liquor, poisonous or dangerous chemicals, money or
articles of high monetary value, counterfeit currency, and biological hazards shall
be retained by the party offering the exhibit prior to, throughout, and after the trial
or proceeding.

Disposition. Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, within 30 days after the
appeal is concluded or the time for appeal has expired, exhibits in the custody of
the Clerk must be removed by the party that presented the exhibit. Exhibits not so
removed will be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the Clerk.
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Proposed Amendments to the Local Rules

LR Gen 112 USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES

b}(a) Photographing, Recording, and Broadcasting. Except to the extent expressly
authorized by the Court, no person shall photograph, record, broadcast, or otherwise
transmit any proceeding, event, or activity held in the Courthouse or portion of the John
O. Pastore Building occupied by the Court. The Court may permit photographing,
recording or broadcasting of ceremonial proceedings upon such terms and conditions as
the Court may specify.

fe)(b) Exceptions. Electronic devices, including but not limited to cellular or smart phones,
laptops, and tablets, may be brought into and used within the Courthouse or portion of the
John O. Pastore Building occupied by the Court only by those individuals authorized
pursuant to this subsection.

1) Use of Electronic Devices by Attorneys. Unless the Court otherwise orders,
attorneys may use electronic devices in the Courthouse and portion of the John O.
Pastore Building occupied by the Court, including courtrooms and chambers,
upon the following conditions:

(A) Use of electronic devices shall not be disruptive of Court proceedings;

(B) Use of electronic devices does not conflict with {b} (a) or any other provision
of the Local Rules, Court order, or statute;

(C) Unauthorized use of electronic devices may result in the user being required
to relinquish the device to the custody of the United States Marshal until released
by a judicial officer and/or imposition of sanctions.

@) Use of Electronic Devices by Media. Unless the Court otherwise orders,
members of the media who have been authorized to bring and use electronic
devices in the Courthouse and portion of the John O. Pastore Building occupied
by the Court, may use those devices under the conditions set forth in {b} (a) and
{)(b)(1). The Clerk will maintain a list of individuals authorized pursuant to this
subsection.
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LR Gen 204 PRO HAC VICE COUNSEL

*kkkk

{)(c) Procedure for Admission. An attorney seeking pro hac vice admission shall complete
and file a motion provided by the Clerk, and pay the admission fee fixed by the Court.
The admission fee will not be refunded if the motion for admission pro hac vice is

tey(d)

denied.

A motion for admission pro hac vice shall be signed both by the applicant and by local
counsel affiliated with the applicant.

Local Counsel.

1)

()

©)

(4)

In order to be admitted and/or remain as pro hac vice counsel, an attorney shall be
affiliated with local counsel who is a member of the Bar of this Court and who
has entered an appearance as co-counsel.

Local counsel shall:

(A)  Sign and be responsible to the Court for the content of all pleadings,
motions, and other documents filed or served in the case; and

(B)  Attend all court proceedings in the case unless excused by the judge for
good cause shown; and

(C)  Be fully prepared to assume sole responsibility for the conduct of the case
in the event that pro hac vice counsel does not appear when required, has
his or her pro hac vice status revoked or is unable to continue as counsel
for any reason.

In addition to the required signature of local counsel, pro hac vice counsel may
sign pleadings, motions, and other documents filed or served in the case. Pro hac
vice counsel may file pleadings, motions, and other documents with the Court, but
only if:

(A)  the documents have the required signature of local counsel, and

(B) local counsel has given pro hac vice counsel permission to affix local
counsel’s signature.

In order to ensure that local counsel is able to properly perform his or her duties,
pro hac vice counsel shall consult with, involve and fully inform local counsel
with respect to all matters affecting the case.
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H(e) Admission and Revocation.

eyl

1)

)

©)

(4)

The district judge to whom a case has been assigned shall have discretion to grant
or deny motions for admission pro hac vice based upon the applicant’s
qualifications, character, past conduct and any other factors that bear on the
applicant’s fitness to practice in this Court.

Permission to appear pro hac vice may be revoked upon motion of a party or, sua
sponte, by the district judge to whom the case is assigned if the judge determines
that pro hac vice counsel has failed to satisfy any applicable requirement of these
rules or that the proper administration of justice so requires.

No formal hearing shall be required prior to revocation. However, before
revoking pro hac vice status, the judge shall provide counsel with notice and an
opportunity to explain why pro hac vice status should not be revoked to the extent
that such opportunity can be afforded without disrupting or delaying the
proceedings.

The revocation of pro hac vice status shall not prevent the Court from taking any
other disciplinary action against counsel pursuant to any applicable provision of
these Local Rules.

Notification. Pro hac vice counsel shall promptly notify the Court of any change in
counsel’s name, address, telephone number, fax number, e-mail address and/or law firm
name from that shown on counsel’s application for pro hac vice admission.
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LR Gen 208 STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
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LR CGv10—FORMOFRPLEADINGS
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LRCv15 MOTIONS TO AMEND

A-'.nggn .n--='=-'=-

learns-the-facts-that form-the-basis-for-the propesed-amendment. A motion to amend a pleading
shall be filed in accordance with LR Cv 7, explain how the amended pleading differs from the
original and why the amendment is necessary, and be accompanied by a complete and signed
copy of the proposed amended pleading. If the motion to amend is granted, the Clerk shall file
the proposed amended pleading.
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ERCv22—INTERPLEADER FUNDBS
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ERCv32—USEOFDERPOSIHHONS

See LR Cv 39(b){use of recorded testimony}.
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LR Cv33 [INTERROGATORIES

(@) Filing. Except in connection with motions to compel answers or more responsive
answers, neither interrogatories nor answers or objections to interrogatories shall be filed
with the Court.

{e)(b) Objections. Each objection and the grounds therefor shall be stated separately under
each individual request. When an objection is made to any interrogatory, or sub-part
thereof, it shall state with specificity all grounds upon which the objecting party relies.
Any ground not stated in an objection shall be deemed waived. The requirement that the
grounds for objecting be stated with specificity under each individual request precludes
the consideration of any generic general objections.
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LRCv34 REQUESTSFORPRODUCTION

@ Filing. Except in connection with motions to compel production, neither requests for
production nor responses or objections thereto shall be filed with the Court.

{e)(b) Objections. Each objection and the grounds therefor shall be stated separately under
each individual request. When an objection is made to any request, or sub-part thereof, it
shall state with specificity all grounds upon which the objecting party relies. Any ground
not stated in an objection shall be deemed waived. The requirement that the grounds for
objecting be stated with specificity under each individual request precludes the
consideration of any generic general objections.
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LRCv36 REQUESTSFOR ADMISSION

(@) Filing. Except in connection with motions to compel further responses, neither requests
for admissions nor responses or objections to requests for admissions shall be filed with
the Court.

{e)(b) Objections. When an objection is made to any request, or sub-part thereof, it shall state
with specificity under each individual request all grounds upon which the objecting party
relies. Any ground not stated in an objection shall be deemed waived. The requirement
that the grounds for objecting be stated with specificity under each individual request
precludes the consideration of any generic general objections.
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ERCv38JURY-DEMAND
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LRCv39.4 SETTLEMENT

{e)} Settlements on Behalf of Minors or Incompetents.

*hkkkk
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LR Cv4l DISMISSALS FOR LACK OF PROSECUTION

preseribed-by-law,tThe Court may issue an order to show cause at any time as to why the case
should not be dismissed for lack of prosecution. If good cause is not shown within the time
prescribed by the show cause order, the Court may dismiss the case.
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LRCv62 SUPERSEDEASBOND

Unless the Court otherwise orders, a supersedeas bond staying execution of a money judgment
shall be in the amount of the judgment, plus an additional 10% of that amount to cover interest
and any award for delay, plus an amount established by law or directed by the Court to cover
costs.
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LR CGv65—INJUNCHONS

See designat : (ol st leadings).
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LRCr12 PRETRIAL MOTIONS
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LR Cr32 SENTENCING AND PRESENTENCE REPORTS
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&)}(1) Confidentiality of Presentence Reports.

*hkkkikk
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LR Cr46 SECURITY AND SURETIES
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()] Return of Bond. No item surrendered as a condition of bail shall be returned, nor shall
any obligation of surety be discharged, except upon written order of the Court.
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