UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
LOCAL RULES REVIEW COMMITTEE
Minutes of September 14, 2006 Meeting
On September 14, 2006, the Local Rules Review Committee (“Committee”) met for
the first time. In attendance were the Committee Co-chairs, Pat Sullivan and James O’Neil,
and the following members:
Stephanie Browne
Mark DeSisto
Chris Little
Tony Muri
Rebecca Partington
Dan Prentiss
Ed Roy
Craig Scott
Gerard Sullivan
David Wollin
Paul Goodale, the Committee's Reporter, and David DiMarzio, ex officio, also attended.
1. Member Terms. The Committee discussed the term of service provided for by L.R. Gen.
113(b)(3). David DiMarzio will ask Judge Torres whether the Committee should
arbitrarily assign staggered three (3) year terms so that the terms of one-third (1/3) of the
members expire each year.
2. Obligation to Report to the Court Annually. After discussion it was concluded that the
Committee should treat the dates of the letters of appointment [July 14, 2006] as the
anniversary of appointment. Therefore, the Committee should attempt to provide its
annual report to the Court on or before June 1, 2007. The Committee also agreed to
consult with Judge Torres on the "year."
3. Work Plan and Subcommittees. It was agreed that the Committee will set up quarterly
meetings, which will be cancelled in the event there is no business to bring before the
Committee. In between the quarterly Committee meetings, the working subcommittees
will meet and consider and discuss any suggestions regarding changes to the Rules. Each
working subcommittee will report to the full Committee at the next regularly scheduled
meeting.
4. The Committee's Report to the Court. It was discussed and proposed that the
Committee will consider any suggestions pertaining to the rules as they arise from any
source, including without limitation, the bar, the bench, the clerk of the court or the
public. Each working subcommittee will examine the ideas and suggestions and prepare
recommendations only as to suggested changes that the subcommittee deems worthy.
The subcommittee will report its recommendations to the full Committee. If the full
Committee agrees that a particular recommendation is appropriate to be made to the
Court, it will be included either in the Committee's annual report or in an interim report
as may be appropriate.

In making its report to the Court, the Committee will include the actual suggestions in an
appendix, including those rejected by the Committee, subject to further input from the
Court.
5. Court Liaison. It was agreed that the Committee should have a liaison to the Judges who
will be assigned responsibility of meeting individually with each Judge to receive
suggestions regarding the rules. After discussion it was concluded that the Co-chairs
should assume this responsibility.
6. Working Subcommittees. After discussion, the Committee determined that it will create
four (4) working subcommittees:
a.

The Criminal Rules Subcommittee. The Criminal Subcommittee will be
chaired by Gerard Sullivan and will have responsibility for examining
suggestions for changes to the criminal rules.

b.

The General Rules Subcommittee. David Wollin will be the chairman of the
committee to study the general local rules.

c.

The Civil Rules Subcommittee. Dan Prentiss will be the chair of the Civil
Subcommittee.

d.

ECF Subcommittee. A special subcommittee was established to consider
modifications to the local rules pertaining to the Court's ECF procedures,
chaired by Christopher Little. Other members are: Jim O'Neil, Ed Roy and
Paul Goodale.

7. Overarching Issues. There was a brief discussion of how the Committee will deal with
rule changes which have overarching impact on more than one group of rules. It was
determined that each subcommittee should bring to the attention of the other
subcommittees instances where they are considering a rule change which suggests an
analogous rule change in a different set of rules.
8. Committee Assignments. It was agreed that the Committee Co-chairs will assign
Committee members to each working subcommittee. The assignments are attached to
these minutes. Any subcommittee member who believes that he or she would have more
to contribute to a different subcommittee is free to change subcommittees, with notice to
the Co-chairs and to the respective subcommittee chairs.
9. Next Meeting of the Committee. It was determined that the Committee will invite Judge
Lisi to its next meeting, to be scheduled in December 2006. Rather than set a date at this
time, Paul Goodale will speak with Judge Lisi about convenient dates, after which a
meeting date will be scheduled accordingly.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by:
Paul Goodale,
Reporter for Local Rules Review Committee
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
LOCAL RULES REVIEW COMMITTEE
Minutes of January 4, 2007 Meeting
A further meeting of the Local Rules Review Committee (“Committee”) was held on January 4,
2007 at the Courthouse. Co-chairs Patricia Sullivan and James O'Neill presided. The following
Committee members were present:
Patricia Sullivan and James O’Neil, Co-chairs
Stephanie Browne
David Wollin
Craig Scott
Jeffrey Schreck
Tony Muri
Paul Goodale, Reporter

Gerard Sullivan
Marc DeSisto
John Boyajian
Brooks Magratten
Edward Roy

Also present were Chief Judge Mary Lisi, Clerk of Court David DiMarzio and Chief Deputy
Clerk Paulette Dube. The Committee addressed the following matters:
1. Member Terms. Pat Sullivan reminded members of their respective staggered terms and
urged each member to make note of the expiration of his or her term of service. Pat noted
that Committee member Robin Feder’s appointment as an immigration judge serving in
Boston raises an issue as to her ability to continue to serve on the Committee. Chief Judge
Lisi will contact Robin on this and will advise the co-chairs of their discussion.
2. Staffing of Subcommittees. The co-chairs noted that the subcommittees created at the last
meeting (for civil local rules, criminal local rules, general local rules and electronic case
filing (“ECF”) procedures, respectively) have been fully staffed, with some last-minute
membership changes. Pat Sullivan will distribute a contact listing of all subcommittees.
3. Solicitation of Additional Comments. Because very few rules comments had been received
to date, the Committee addressed ways to solicit additional comments from the bar and
public during the remaining comment period (ending February 28, 2007). Chief Judge Lisi
confirmed the Court’s interest in receiving comments on the bar’s experience with the
updated Local Rules. The Committee discussed various means of encouraging comments,
utilizing the Rhode Island Bar Association (RIBA) and Federal Bar Association. These
included publication at the upcoming RIBA Federal Bench-Bar Committee meeting, a “blast
e-mail” from the RIBA president and/or a reminder link on RIBA’s website.
Separately, the Committee will send a reminder memorandum directly to attorneys who
practice frequently in the U.S. District Court. The Court will assist in identifying those
practitioners. Also, David DiMarzio will check into the possibility of an interview by the cochairs and Chief Judge Lisi with Lawyer’s Weekly as a way to encourages rules comments.

4. Initial Clearinghouse for Comments. All comments will be initially channeled through the
Committee’s Reporter, Paul Goodale, who will direct each comment to the appropriate
subcommittee for review. It was noted that several comments have been, or would be,
received from within the Court and will be forwarded with other comments for consideration.
5. Subcommittee Reports. Each subcommittee will issue a report on comments considered to
the full Committee. The full Committee will in turn issue a combined report on all rules
comments to the Judges of the Court. The combined report will include both suggestions
adopted and those suggestions and comments on which no action was taken. Appropriate
deadlines will be established to achieve the Committee’s goal of presenting its report to the
Court no later than June of 2007.
6. CLE Outreach. Ed Roy noted that CLE training for attorneys on the Court’s CJA panel
might include a segment on the Court’s updated Local Rules.
7. Open Format for Comments. While the Committee would encourage attorneys to submit
their comments to the e-mailbox created at the Court, it determined to accept rules comments
in any format, verbal or written, formal or informal. Verbal comments should be transmitted
to the Committee via e-mail or the Court website by the Committee member receiving such
comments. In addition, the Court will place links on its website to permit comments to be
provided anonymously.
8. Subcommittees To Meet Promptly. The Committee’s four subcommittees were directed to
meet as soon as possible, preferably by February 15, 2007, in order to (1) develop ways of
outreach to the bar in connection with the rules in their field; and (2) plan the review and
processing of comments, once received. All subcommittee meetings should be completed
prior to the next meeting of the full Committee. As part of its review, each subcommittee
should also review any cross-references to the local rules being reviewed, for accuracy and
supplementation. To the extent possible, Paul Goodale or other Court representative will
attend each of the subcommittee meetings. The Court will make its facilities available for
subcommittee meetings, as needed.
9. Record-Keeping. Finally, the Committee addressed the matter of record-keeping. In
accordance with the Court’s goal of keeping the Committee’s proceedings open, written
records will be kept of every rules comment received, regardless of the action taken thereon.
Paul Goodale, with assistance from Pat Sullivan’s office as necessary, will prepare an
overview chart of all comments received, broken down by rule, including any proposed new
or modified provisions, together with the action taken thereon.
10. Next Committee Meeting. The next meeting of the full Committee was tentatively scheduled
for Thursday, March 8, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. at the Courthouse. The co-chairs will send
confirmation shortly before that date.
Meeting Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by:
Paul Goodale,
Reporter for Local Rules Review Committee
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