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Witnesses - Number - Weight of Testimony

In evaluating the testimonial evidence, remember that you
are not required to believe something to be a fact simply
because a witness has stated 1t to be a fact and no one has
contradicted what that witness said. |If, in the light of all of
the evidence, you believe that the witnhess is mistaken or has
testified falsely or that he or she is proposing something that
is inherently impossible or unworthy of belief, you may
disregard that witness®™ testimony even iIn the absence of any
contradictory evidence.

You should also bear in mind that 1t is not the number of
witnesses testifying on either side of a particular issue that
determines where the weight of the evidence lies. Rather, it is
the quality of the witnesses®™ testimony that counts.

Thus, just because one witness testifies on one side of an
issue and one witness testifies on the other side does not
necessarily mean that you must consider the evidence evenly
balanced. IT you feel that one of the witnhesses was more
credible than the other, for whatever reason, you may find that
the weight of the evidence lies on the side of that witness.

Similarly, Jjust because there may be more witnesses
testifying on one side of an issue than on the other does not

mean that the weight of the evidence lies 1n favor of the
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greater number of witnesses. Once again, i1t i1Is the credibility
or quality of the testimony that determines where the weight of

the evidence lies.





